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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade Level Expectations 

Grades K-1-2 

 

 
 

 
 

 

The student will/can…. 
 

 

  Benchmark  

 K-2.LA.S1.B1: Demonstrate understanding of how print is organized. 
Grade K:   Demonstrate that print moves left to right, top to bottom, where to begin, and return sweep. 

  Identify cover and title page. 

  Identify differences between letters and words. 

Grade 1: Identify words and sentences. 

Grade 2: Identify a paragraph and how it is organized. 

 

 

  Benchmark  

 K-2.LA.S1.B2: Apply basic elements of phonetic analysis and structural analysis to decode unknown 

words. 
Grade K:        Identify upper case alphabet. 

 Identify lower case alphabet. 

 Produce consonant sounds. 

 Uses and identifies beginning sounds and ending sounds. 

 Identify rhyming words. 

 Identify beginning sounds. 

 Segment words into sounds. 

 Blend sounds into words. 

Grade 1: Identify initial and final sounds. 

 Recognize long sounds auditorially and produce in print. 

 Recognize short vowel sounds auditorially and produce in print. 

 Recognize blends auditorially and produce in print. 

 Identify and apply word families.  

 Recognize and identify multi-syllabic words. 

 Recognize and identify compound words. 

 Recognize and identify contractions.  

Grade 2: Identify R-controlled vowels. 

 Identify consonant/vowel diagraphs. 

 Identify blends. 

 Identify compound words. 

 Identify contractions.  

 Identify prefixes and suffixes.  

Identify multi syllabic words. 

 

 

 

 

STANDARD 1: The student will apply the general skills and strategies of 

the reading process. 
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 Benchmark  
 K-2.LA.S1.B3: Read aloud different genre with fluency and expression. 

Grade K: Imitate expression following teacher modeling. 

Grade 1: Demonstrate fluency and expression using grade level texts. 

Grade 2: Demonstrate fluency and expression to read aloud different genre using grade level text. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 K-2.LA.S1.B4: Apply self monitoring strategies to aid comprehension with a variety of genre. 

Grade K:  Demonstrate self-monitoring strategies such as picture clues, meaning/structure (does it 

make sense), visual (does it look right), and auditory (does it sound right) with teacher 

prompt. 

Grade 1: Demonstrate self-monitoring strategies such as picture clues, meaning/structure (does it 

make sense), visual (does it look right), and auditory (does it sound right) at grade level text. 

Grade 2: Demonstrate self-monitoring strategies such as picture clues, meaning/structure (does it 

make sense), visual (does it look right), and auditory (does it sound right) at grade level text. 

 

  

Benchmark:   

K-2.LA.S1.B5:  Identify high frequency words. 
Grade K: Identify high frequency words at kindergarten level. 

Grade 1: Identify high frequency words at first grade level.  

Grade 2: Identify high frequency words at second grade level. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade Level Expectations 

Grades K-1-2 

 

 

 

 

 The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark  

 K-2.LA.S2.B1: Use clues from titles, illustrations and text to make predictions, ask questions and read 

to confirm.  
Grade K: Use clues from titles, illustrations and text to make predictions. 

Grade 1: Use clues from titles, illustrations, and text to make predictions and read to confirm.  

Grade 2: Use clues from titles, illustrations and text to make predictions, ask questions and read to 

confirm.  

 

 

 Benchmark 

 K-2.LA.S2.B2: Differentiate between fiction and non-fiction. 
Grade K: Differentiate between real and make-believe 

Grade 1: Differentiate between fiction and non-fiction 

Grade 2: Compare and contrast fiction and non-fiction. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 K2.LA.S2.B3: Retell story events and identify story elements. 
Grade K: Retell a familiar story and sequence beginning, middle and end. 

Grade 1: Retell story events, and identify character and setting. 

Grade 2: Retell story events. and identify character, setting, problem and solution. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 K-2.LA.S2.B4: Identify the main idea, important details and cause and effect in a story. 
Grade K: Identify important details. 

Grade 1: Identify the main ideas and important details.  

Grade 2:  Identify the main ideas and supporting details.   

 Identify cause and effect in a story. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 K-2.LA.S2.B5: Respond in writing to text. 
Grade K: Illustrate a response to text. 

Grade 1: Illustrate and write a response to text. 

Grade 2: Respond in writing to text. 

STANDARD 2: The student will comprehend what is read. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade Level Expectations 

Grades K-1-2 

 

 

 

 
 

The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark  

 K-2.LA.S3.B1: Write a logical sequence of events including a beginning, middle and end. 

Grade K: Illustrate a story using beginning, middle and end. 

Grade 1: Write a story with a simple sequence of beginning, middle, and end. 

Grade 2:  Write a story with a detailed sequence of events including a beginning, middle, and end. 

  

 

 Benchmark  

 K-2.LA.S3.B2: Apply the steps in the writing process. 
Grade K: Prewrite and draft with assistance. 

Grade 1: Prewrite and draft independently; revise, edit, and write final copy with assistance.  

Grade 2: Prewrite and draft independently; revise and edit with assistance; write final copy. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 K-2.LA.S3.B3: Write stories that include story elements. 
Grade K: Write or dictate a story that includes evidence of character. 

Grade 1: Write a story that includes evidence of character and setting. 

Grade 2: Write a story that includes evidence of character, setting, problem and solution. 

  

STANDARD 3:  The student will apply the general skills and strategies of 

the writing process. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade Level Expectations 

Grades K-1-2 

 

 

 

 
The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark  

 K-2.LA.S4.B1: Use conventional spelling of words. 

Grade K: Use inventive spelling with correct beginning and ending sounds.  

Grade 1: Use conventional spelling of basic sight words/spelling list words and inventive spelling 

with correct beginning and ending sounds. 

Grade 2: Use conventional spelling of basic sight words/spelling list words, and inventive spelling 

that can be read by others. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 K-2.LA.S4.B2: Write a variety of complete sentences. 

Grade K: Dictate or write a simple sentence. 

Grade 1: Write a variety of complete sentences including statements and questions. 

Grade 2: Write a variety of complete sentences including statements, questions, and exclamations. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 K-2.LA.S4.B3: Demonstrate the use of capitalization skills in writing activities. 
Grade K: Identify capital letter in a name. 

Grade 1: Demonstrate capitalization of beginning of sentence, proper noun I, and names. 

Grade 2: Demonstrate capitalization of beginning of sentence, proper noun I, names, and other proper 

nouns such as months, days of the week, holidays. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 K-2.LA.S4.B4: Demonstrate the use of punctuation skills in writing activities. 

Grade K: Identify a period, question mark and exclamation point in a sentence. 

Grade 1: Use a period and question mark in a sentence.  

Identify exclamation point, comma and quotation marks. 

Grade 2: Use a period, question mark, and exclamation point in a sentence.  

 Use a comma and apostrophe in a sentence.  

 

 Benchmark 

 K-2.LA.S4.B5:  Prints letters correctly  
Grade K: Print upper and/or lowercase letters developing correct form such as shape. 

Grade 1: Print upper and lowercase letters developing correct form such as size, shape, and space. 

Grade 2:  Print upper and lowercase letters demonstrating correct form such as size, shape, and space.  

 

 

 

STANDARD 4: The student will apply the conventions of writing. 
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Benchmark  

 K-2.LA.S4.B6: Apply details to writing.  
Grade K: Write or dictate a sentence to describe a picture.  

Grade 1: Write sentences using descriptive words. 

Grade 2:  Write sentences using s verbs, nouns, and adjectives.  

       Write to include main idea with supporting details. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade Level Expectations 

Grades K-1-2 

 

 

 

 
 

The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark  

 K-2.LA.S5.B1: Write in a variety of formats. 

Grade K: Use sentence starters or one-sentence journaling, with picture. 

Grade 1: Write a simple narrative, poem, letter and journaling.  

Grade 2: Write in a variety of formats such as letters, narratives, poems, informational pieces,  

 and journaling. 

 

 

  

 

STANDARD 5: The student will write in a variety of forms for different 
audiences and purposes. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade Level Expectations 

Grades K-1-2 

 

 

 

 
 

The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark  

 K-2.LA.S6.B1: Listen to a variety of auditory sources and demonstrate understanding. 
Grade K: Respond to a variety of auditory sources orally or with illustrations. 

Grade 1: Respond to a variety of auditory sources orally or with illustrations and sentences. 

Grade 2: Respond to a variety of auditory sources orally or in writing. 

 

  

 Benchmark  

K-2.LA.S6.B2: Adjust speaking skills according to audience and purpose. 
Grade K: Speak clearly and use appropriate volume in classroom setting. 

Grade 1: Speak clearly and use appropriate volume in classroom setting including reading aloud. 

Grade 2: Speak clearly and use appropriate volume in classroom setting including reading aloud.  

 Use eye contact in conversation and presentation. 

 

 

  

STANDARD 6: The student will apply the general skills and strategies of  

listening and speaking. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade Level Expectations 

Grades K-1-2 

 

 

 

 

 
The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark  

 K-2.LA.S7.B1: Listen and/or read to gather information.  
Grade K: Listen and/or read for a purpose with teacher direction. 

Grade 1: Listen and/or read for a purpose, (e.g. gathering information, retelling, summarizing, 

sequencing, finding main idea) with teacher prompt. 

Grade 2: Listen and/or read for a purpose, (gathering information, retelling, summarizing, sequencing, 

finding main idea). 

  

 Benchmark  

 K-2.LA.S7.B2: Use text features to gather information. 

Grade K: Use text features of grade-level text to gather information with teacher modeling. 

Grade 1:  Use text features of grade-level text to gather information with teacher prompts. 

Grade 2: Use text features of grade-level text to gather information. 

 

 

 Benchmark  
 K-2.LA.S7.B3: Organize and write reports using information gathered. 

Grade K: Retell or dictate a fact from information given. 

Grade 1: Write a report using graphic organizers and information gathered. 

Grade 2: Write a report using graphic organizers and information gathered.   

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STANDARD 7: The student will apply the general skills and strategies of 

collection, interpretation and use of information from a 

variety of 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade-Level Expectations 

Grades 3-4-5 

 

 

 
 

The student will/can…. 
      

 

 Benchmark  

 3-5.LA.S1.B1: Identify and apply an understanding of the elements of a story. 

Grade 3:  Identify elements of a story: character, plot, setting, problem, and solution using graphic 

organizers. 

Grade 4:  Identify and describe elements of a story using graphic organizers to include resolution. 

Grade 5:  Identify and describe elements of a story using graphic organizers to include rising action, 

falling action and climax.  

 

 

       Benchmark  

 3-5.LA.S.1.B2: Decode and determine meanings of unknown words using a variety of strategies and 

resources within a variety of genre. 
Grade 3:  Recognize and decode unknown words and determine the meaning using context clues and a 

dictionary. 

Grade 4:  Decode, generate and choose the appropriate meaning of unknown words using a variety of 

strategies and resources to include a thesaurus.  

Grade 5:  Decode and determine meanings of unknown words using a variety of strategies and 

resources. 

    

  

 Benchmark 

 3-5.LA.S1.B3: Identify various kinds of text selections and the author’s purpose.  
Grade 3:  Identify the differences between fiction and non-fiction and determine their purpose. 

  (entertain or inform) 

Grade 4:  Distinguish between genre (fantasy, realistic fiction, mysteries, and poetry). 

Grade 5:  Distinguish between genre (fantasy, realistic fiction, mysteries, poetry, historical fiction, 

biographies, and autobiographies). 

 

  

 Benchmark  

 3-5.LA.S1.B4: Read aloud different genres a grade level with fluency and  expression. 

Grade 3:  Read aloud different genres at grade level with fluency and expression while demonstrating 

attention to punctuation. 

Grade 4:  Read aloud different genres at grade level with fluency and expression while demonstrating 

attention to punctuation, and dialogue. 

Grade 5:  Read aloud different genres at grade level with fluency and expression while demonstrating 

attention to punctuation, and dialogue. 

 

 

 

 

STANDARD 1: The student will apply the general skills and strategies of 

the reading process.  
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 Benchmark  

 3-5.LA.S1.B5: Apply reading skills, appropriate to understanding nonfiction. 
Grade 3:  Identify structure and features of nonfiction text at grade level. 

Grade 4:  Identify structure and features of nonfiction text at grade level. 

Grade 5:  Identify structure and features of nonfiction text at grade level. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade-Level Expectations 

Grades 3-4-5 

 

 

 

 

The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark  

 3-5.LA.S2.B1:  Summarize the main idea and identify supporting facts and details with evidence from 

reading. 
Grade 3:  Locate and explain the main idea of a reading selection. 

Grade 4:  Identify the main idea and supporting facts of a reading selection. 

Grade 5:  Generate a summary of main ideas and supporting facts with evidence from a reading 

selection. 

   

 

 Benchmark  

 3-5.LA.S2.B2: Comprehend what is read using a variety of strategies (i.e. questioning, inferring, and 

visualization). 

Grade 3:  Comprehend what is read, at grade level, using a variety of strategies (i.e. questioning, 

inferring, and visualization). 

Grade 4:  Comprehend what is read, at grade level, using a variety of strategies (i.e. questioning, 

inferring, and visualization). 

Grade 5:  Comprehend what is read, at grade level, using a variety of strategies (i.e. questioning, 

inferring, and visualization). 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

STANDARD 2: The student will comprehend what is read. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade-Level Expectations 

Grades 3-4-5 

 

 

 

 

 

The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark  

 3-5.LA.S3.B1: Apply prewriting strategies to plan and draft written work. 

Grade 3:  Use teacher provided graphic organizer for pre-writing to create a rough draft.  

Grade 4:  Use graphic organizer for pre-writing to create a rough draft. 

Grade 5:  Create a rough draft using pre-writing strategies. 

  

  

 Benchmark  

 3-5.LA.S3.B2: Apply strategies, of revising and editing,  to produce a publishing work. 
Grade 3:  Demonstrate strategies of drafting, revision/editing, and publishing work. 

Grade 4:  Organize strategies of drafting, revision/editing, and publishing work. 

Grade 5:  Apply strategies of drafting, revision/editing, and publishing work. 

 
   

 

  

  
 

STANDARD 3: The student will apply the general skills and strategies of 

the writing process. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade-Level Expectations 

Grades 3-4-5 

 
 

 

 
 

The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark  
3-5.LA.S4.B1: Identify and apply correct usage of parts of speech. 

Grade 3: Identify and use nouns, verbs, and adjectives correctly.   

Grade 4:  Identify and use nouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives, and pronouns correctly. 

Grade 5:  Identify and use nouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns, and conjunctions correctly. 

 

    

 Benchmark  

 3-5.LA.S4.B2: Use correct paragraph form.  
Grade 3:  Create a single paragraph that develops a topic sentence and includes simple supporting facts 

and details. 

Grade 4:  Create a multiple paragraph composition that provides an introductory paragraph, supporting 

paragraph, and a summarizing paragraph. 

Grade5:  Create a multiple paragraph composition that establishes a topic, provides details, links 

paragraph to paragraph in a clear line of thought, and ends with a summary paragraph. 

 

  

 Benchmark  

 3-5.LA.S4.B3: Apply conventions of writing. 

Grade 3:  Apply conventions of capitalization and punctuation. 

Grade 4:  Apply conventions of capitalization and punctuation. 

Grade 5:  Apply conventions of capitalization and punctuation. 

 

    

 Benchmark  

 3-5.LA.S4.B4: Practice and apply skills of cursive. 
Grade 3:  Learn correct formation of cursive handwriting. 

Grade 4:  Apply correct formation of cursive handwriting. 

Grade 5:  Integrate correct formation of cursive handwriting. 

 

 

Benchmark 

3-5.LA.S4.B5: Apply conventions of spelling.   
Grade 3:  Spell weekly words accurately.  

 Apply conventions of spelling in written compositions. 

Grade 4:  Spell weekly words accurately.  

 Apply conventions of spelling in written compositions. 

Grade 5: Spell weekly words accurately.  

 Apply conventions of spelling in written compositions. 

  

 

STANDARD 4: The student will apply the conventions of writing. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade-Level Expectations 

Grades 3-4-5 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark  

 3-5.LA.S5.B1: Apply the four types of writing to inform, to entertain or to persuade a chosen 

audience. 

Grade 3:  Demonstrate the use of narrative and descriptive writing in composition form  

Grade 4:  Demonstrate the use of narrative and descriptive writing in composition form. 

 Demonstrate the use of informative writing in composition form. 

Grade 5:  Demonstrate the use of narrative, informative, and descriptive writing in composition form.    

 Demonstrate the use of persuasive writing in composition form. 

 
  

 Benchmark  

 3-5.LA.S5.B2: Respond in writing to literature. 
Grade 3:  Respond to knowledge and comprehension questions in literature. 

Grade 4:  Respond to application and analytical questions in literature. 

Grade 5:  Respond to synthesis and evaluation questions in literature. 

 

  

  

 

STANDARD 5: The student will write in a variety of forms for different 

audiences and purposes. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade-Level Expectations 

Grades 3-4-5 

 
 

 

 

 
 

The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark 

 3-5.LA.S6.B1: Listen to a variety of auditory sources and respond orally or through writing. 
Grade 3:  Respond to read alouds or student presentations. 

Grade 4:  Respond to teacher or student presentations through a teacher generated document. 

Grade 5:  Respond to teacher or student presentations by compiling information through notes.  

 

 

 Benchmark  

 3-5.LA.S6.B2: Give oral presentations to an audience applying skills and strategies of speaking. 
Grade 3:  Present an oral presentation on assigned visuals. 

Grade 4:  Create and deliver a presentation using visuals and an outline. 

Grade 5:   Deliver an informative presentation. 

 

 

    

  

  

STANDARD 6: The student will apply the general skills and strategies of 

listening and speaking. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade-Level Expectations 

Grades 3-4-5 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark  

 3-5.LA.S7.B1: Use a variety of sources to gather information to answer questions. 
Grade 3:  Identify sources and gather information from print, non-print, technology, and interviews to 

answer questions. 

Grade 4:  Gather information from a variety of print, non-print, technology, and interviews to answer 

questions. 

Grade 5:  Gather information from a variety of print, non-print, technology, and interviews to answer 

questions. 

 

 

 Benchmark  
 3-5.LA.S7.B2: Compile and integrate information into a report. 

Grade 3:  Compile and integrate information into a simple report using two sources.  

Grade 4:  Compile and integrate information into a report citing three or more sources. 

Grade 5:  Compile and integrate information into a report with a complete bibliography. 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STANDARD 7: The student will apply the general skills and strategies of 

collection, interpretation, and use of information from a 

variety of sources. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade-Level Expectations 

Grades 6-7-8 

                                                
 

 

 

 
 

The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S1.B1: Establish reading purpose and apply appropriate pre-reading strategies to a variety of 

literatures. 

Grade 6: Access prior knowledge to establish a purpose (e.g.: academic versus entertainment) for a 

specific genre or text structure (e.g.: KWL chart, pre-journal or pre-test, predictions) with 

modeling. 

Grade 7: Access prior knowledge to establish a purpose (e.g.: academic versus entertainment) for a 

specific genre or text structure (e.g.: KWL chart, pre-journal or pre-test, predictions) with 

grade level text. 

Grade 8: Access prior knowledge to establish a purpose (e.g.: academic versus entertainment) for a 

specific genre or text structure (e.g.: KWL chart, pre-journal or pre-test, predictions) with 

grade level text. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S1.B2: Use a variety of strategies to define and extend understanding of word meaning. 
Grade 6: Demonstrate use of context clues, word analysis and use of reference materials to extend 

understanding of word meanings. 

Grade 7: Demonstrate use of context clues, word analysis, use of reference materials, and define 

connotative and denotative meaning. 

Grade 8: Integrate use of context clues, word analysis, use of reference materials, and apply 

connotative/denotative meaning. 

 

  

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S1.B3: Apply critical, analytical, and evaluative thinking skills to what is read. 

Grade 6: Compare and contrast, summarize, classify, connect, and critique text(s) and textual 

elements to formulate conclusions, opinions and personal responses with grade level text. 

Grade 7: Compare and contrast, summarize, classify, connect, and critique text(s) and textual 

elements to formulate conclusions, opinions and personal responses with grade level text. 

Grade 8: Compare and contrast, summarize, classify, connect, and critique text(s) and textual 

elements to formulate conclusions, opinions and personal responses with grade level text. 

 

 

  
 

  

  

STANDARD 1: The student will apply the general skills and strategies of 

the reading process. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade-Level Expectations 

Grades 6-7-8 

 

 

 

 

The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S2.B1: Demonstrate knowledge of elements of fiction. 
Grade 6: Define, explain, describe, and summarize plot, setting, theme, character, and conflict in 

grade level text. 

Grade 7: Define, explain, describe, and summarize plot, setting, theme, character, and conflict in 

grade level text. 

Grade 8: Identify all above elements of fiction and analyze the relationship among those elements as 

they impact the story. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S2.B2: Demonstrate knowledge of text structure in nonfiction. 
Grade 6: Use context clues, vocabulary and visual aids to make connections and determine main ideas 

in nonfiction grade level text. 

Grade 7: Use context clues, vocabulary and visual aids to make connections and determine main ideas 

in nonfiction grade level text. 

Grade 8: Use context clues, vocabulary and visual aids to make connections and determine main ideas 

and bias in nonfiction grade level text. 

 

 

 Benchmark  
 6-8.LA.S2.B3: Interpret selection to determine author's purpose. 

Grade 6: Using grade level text, student will determine if author is writing to entertain, persuade or 

inform. 

Grade 7: Using grade level text, student will determine if author is writing to entertain, persuade or 

inform. 

Grade 8: Using grade level text, student will determine if author is writing to entertain, persuade or 

inform. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S2.B4: Identify and demonstrate understanding of specific literary devices an author uses to 

accomplish purpose. 
Grade 6: Define and explain specific literary devices used in text discussed by class. 

Grade 7: Break down text in order to illustrate, classify, compare, or contrast literary devices (for 

example making plot diagram or a character map) used in text. 

Grade 8: Draw conclusions about author’s actual purpose in using literary devices after analyzing 

terms used in text. 

 

  

STANDARD 2: The student will comprehend what is read. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade-Level Expectations 

Grades 6-7-8 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S3.B1: Apply appropriate prewriting strategies. 
Grade 6: Choose and apply a variety of prewriting strategies to generate ideas appropriate for different 

types of writing.  

Grade 7: Choose and apply a variety of prewriting strategies to generate ideas appropriate for different 

types of writing. 

Grade 8: Choose and apply a variety of prewriting strategies to generate ideas appropriate for different 

types of writing. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S3.B2: Write a series of working drafts that format or organize prewriting strategies into a 

formal draft.  
Grade 6: Synthesize prewriting and reorganize details into a first draft for revision. 

 Apply steps of revision (add, delete, replace, move) to improve quality of draft using teacher 

and peer review. 

Grade 7: Synthesize prewriting and reorganize details into a first draft for revision. 

 Apply steps of revision (add, delete, replace, move) to improve quality of draft using teacher 

and peer review. 

Grade 8: Synthesize prewriting and reorganize details into a first draft for revision. 

 Apply steps of revision (add, delete, replace, move) to improve quality of draft using teacher 

and peer review. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S3.B3: Proofread and edit personal and peer-written work for Standard English. 
Grade 6: Proofread and edit for spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage in personal and peer-

written work. 

Grade 7: Proofread and edit for spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage in personal and peer-

written work. 

Grade 8: Proofread and edit for spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and usage in personal and peer-

written work. 

 

 

 

 

   

STANDARD 3: The student will understand and use the general skills 

and strategies of the writing process. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade-Level Expectations  

Grades 6-7-8 
 

 

 

 

 

The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S4.B1: Identify and use a variety of sentence types in written compositions. 
Grade 6: Identify simple and compound sentences in text. 

Create simple and compound sentences in student writing. 

Grade 7: Identify simple, compound, and complex sentences in text. 

 Create simple, compound, and complex sentences in student writing. 

Grade 8: Identify simple, compound, and complex sentences in text. 

 Create simple, compound, and complex sentences in student writing. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S4.B2: Identify eight parts of speech and apply correct usage in written compositions. 
Grade 6: Identify and define the eight parts of speech. 

  Apply correct usage of the eight parts of speech in written composition. 

Grade 7: Identify and define the eight parts of speech. 

 Apply correct usage of the eight parts of speech in written composition. 

Grade 8: Identify and define the eight parts of speech. 

  Apply correct usage of the eight parts of speech in written composition. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S4.B3: Apply Standard English spelling. 
Grade 6: Spell weekly words with accuracy. 

  Apply accurate spelling in student writing. 

Grade 7: Spell weekly words with accuracy. 

  Apply accurate spelling in student writing. 

Grade 8: Spell weekly words with accuracy. 

 Apply accurate spelling in student writing. 

 

 

        Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S4.B4: Apply conventions of mechanics.  

Grade 6: Demonstrate understanding and integration of capitalization and punctuation in student 

writing. 

Grade 7: Demonstrate understanding and integration of capitalization and punctuation in student 

writing. 

Grade 8: Demonstrate understanding and integration of capitalization and punctuation in student 

writing. 

  

STANDARD 4: The student will apply the conventions of writing. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade-Level Expectations 

Grades 6-7-8 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S5.B1: Analyze and write expository composition. 
Grade 6: Generate expository composition, using outside sources for support demonstrating 

understanding of the expository elements: introduction, body, and conclusion. 

 Analyze correct expository format in student written work. 

Grade 7: Generate expository composition, using outside sources for support demonstrating 

understanding of the expository elements: introduction, body, and conclusion. 

 Analyze correct expository format in student written work. 

Grade 8: Generate expository composition, using outside sources for support demonstrating 

understanding of the expository elements: introduction, body, and conclusion. 

 Analyze correct expository format in student written work. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S5.B2: Analyze and write narrative compositions. 
Grade 6: Define and generate narrative writing, using 1

st
 or 3

rd
 person, developing visual or 

 sensory imagery, and including logical organization.   

 Analyze criteria for good narrative writing (e.g. 6 Traits Writing). 

Grade 7: Define and generate narrative writing, using 1
st
 or 3

rd
 person, developing visual or 

 sensory imagery, and including logical organization.   

 Analyze criteria for good narrative writing (e.g. 6 Traits Writing). 

Grade 8: Define and generate narrative writing, using 1
st
 or 3

rd
 person, developing visual or 

 sensory imagery, and including logical organization.   

 Analyze criteria for good narrative writing (e.g. 6 Traits Writing). 

  

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S5.B3: Analyze and write a persuasive writing format. 
Grade 6: Generate persuasive writing into logically formatted essay conveying judgment while using 

 facts/evidence for support. 

 Analyze effectiveness of argument in persuasive writing samples. 

Grade 7: Generate persuasive writing into logically formatted essay conveying judgment while using 

 facts/evidence for support. 

 Analyze effectiveness of argument in persuasive writing samples. 

Grade 8: Generate persuasive writing into logically formatted essay conveying judgment while using 

 facts/evidence for support. 

 Analyze effectiveness of argument in persuasive writing samples. 

 

 

 

STANDARD 5: The student will write in a variety of forms for different 

audiences and purposes. 
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 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S5.B4: Analyze poetry and create poems incorporating various poetic elements. 
Grade 6: Analyze and explain elements and forms found in poetry. 

 Generate poems using various poetic elements and forms. 

Grade 7: Analyze and explain elements and forms found in poetry. 

 Generate poems using various poetic elements and forms. 

Grade 8: Analyze and explain elements and forms found in poetry. 

 Generate poems using various poetic elements and forms. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S5.B5: Integrate content, style, and structure of writing for a specific audience/purpose. 

Grade 6: Identify and generate different styles that are appropriate for various audiences (e.g. friendly 

v. business letters).  

Grade 7: Generate writing integrating content, style, and structure appropriate for specific audiences  

 and purposes. 

Grade 8: Generate writing integrating content, style, and structure appropriate for specific audiences  

  and purposes. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S5.B6: Write personal responses to literature. 

Grade 6: Write personal responses to literature using a variety of formats. 

Grade 7: Write personal responses to literature using a variety of formats. 

Grade 8: Write personal responses to literature using a variety of formats. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade-Level Expectations 

Grades 6-7-8 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark  

      6-8.LA.S6.B1: Listen for information and demonstrate understanding. 
Grade 6: Use strategies to enhance listening comprehension (e.g. take notes, organize, summarize,  

 paraphrase). 

Grade 7: Use strategies to enhance listening comprehension and summarize to generate discussion 

from information given.   

Grade 8: Use strategies to enhance listening comprehension and draw conclusions from information 

given in all kinds of oral presentations in class. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S6.B2: Present organized speech with single focus. 
Grade 6: Develop an oral presentation with a single focus. 

Grade 7: Compose and deliver a speech that maintains a single focus. 

 Grade 8: Compose and deliver a speech that maintains a single focus. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S6.B3: Use and evaluate specific techniques for oral and dramatic presentations. 
Grade 6: Identify and describe good techniques used by speakers and performers. 

Grade 7: Identify and evaluate good techniques used by speakers and performers. 

 Integrate specific good techniques for oral and dramatic presentations. 

 Grade 8: Identify and evaluate good techniques used by speakers and performers. 

   Integrate specific good techniques for oral and dramatic presentations. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STANDARD 6: The student will use the general skills and strategies 

   of listening and speaking. 
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DIOCESE OF DES MOINES 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade-Level Expectations 

Grades 6-7-8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The student will/can…. 
 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S7.B1: Generate questions to give direction to research. 

Grade 6: State or list probing questions from graphic organizers, discussion, or examination of 

sources to give direction to research. 

Grade 7: State or list probing questions from graphic organizers, discussion, or examination of 

sources to give direction to research. 

Grade 8:  Generate questions to give direction to research. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S7.B2: Classify information sources as useful and appropriate to development of a particular 

topic. 
Grade 6: Identify criteria for determining source usefulness and appropriateness.   

 Classify sources as useful or undesirable according to criteria.   

Grade 7: Describe criteria for determining source usefulness and appropriateness.   

 Classify sources as useful or undesirable. 

Grade 8: Determine the usefulness and appropriateness of information sources to develop a particular 

topic. 

 

 

 Benchmark  

 6-8.LA.S7.B3: Cite all resources used in research in an appropriate format. 
Grade 6: Define and create a works cited comprised of all sources used in research. 

Grade 7: Define and create a works cited comprised of all sources used in research. 

Grade 8: Define and create a works cited comprised of all sources used in research. 

 Demonstrate internal documentation within written product. 

 

 

  
 

STANDARD 7: The student will use the general skills and strategies of  

collection, interpretation, and use of information from  

a variety of sources. 


