
St. Pius X Home and School Meeting Minutes 
December 2, 2019 

 
In Attendance  
Erica Harlan, Alyson Beecher, Jessica Lentz, Tina Draur,  Jennifer Jodlowski, Kelly Royal, Tracy 
McCormick, Rachel Langel, Jamie Lehman, Sadie Trytten, Sara Rauen, Kelly Gipple, Ryan Tyler, Emily 
Reiman, Alex Baranowsky, Mary Jo Kever, Anne Shimerdla 

 
Opening Prayer  
The group prayed the Home and School blessing prayer together. 
 
Minutes  
Minutes from the November 2 meeting were reviewed.   Tracy McCormick motioned to approve, Jenny 
Jodlowski seconded.  
 
Treasurer Report  
Tracy McCormick reported that revenue has been collected from sponsorships sold by the auction 
committee ($9,488 so far) and Family Fun Night proceeds (net approx. $1,500),  directory proceeds (net 
$160), and Teacher appreciation donations ($5,205).  Money has been spent on new blinds ($1,200)- to 
be installed soon, and school support ($5,352 for PLC conference in October).  
 
Teacher Report 
Mrs Gipple reported that the middle school teachers have been working together on assessing and 
improving student’s overall sense of connectedness to the school, both to other students and to teachers. 
They are using surveys given to students twice per trimester to gain objective information and to gauge 
improvement over time.  They are considering ways to spotlight students throughout the year, especially 
new students, to help them get to know each other’s interests etc outside of school also. 
 
Mrs Reiman from Kindergarten reported that they are enjoying the Countdown program for phonics. 
Kindergarteners have met with their 5th grade buddies a few times.  “Pride groups” (aka field day 
groups) have started for the school-wide Advent project (purchasing Christmas gifts for refugee families). 
The children enjoyed sitting with their teams for the Advent prayer service. 
 
Administration Report 
Ms Kever reported that the fall fundraiser has ended, bringing in almost $20,000.  Their goal is to develop 
lasting programs that can be easily transferred in case of staff changes in the future.  Online donations 
were a big improvement this year as well as the set end date.  Other goals would be to increase 
participation though more marketing to the children at school also (thermometer sign, class contests, 
prizes, etc).  
 
The school board is still working on the budget for the 20-21 school year which will determine tuition. 
Fundraising guidelines were discussed as were set in September 2012, which Ms Kever intends to update 
along with the school board and distribute at a later date.  There was concern about too many fundraising 
“asks” throughout the year- Ms Kever counted 14 (fall fundraiser, dress down days, auction, SCRIP, Box 
Tops, etc) which can overwhelm the parents and therefore decrease overall participation.  We discussed 
how community events such as Get Air are intended for the kids to interact outside of school, and the 
benefit of having multiple options for families to participate. 
 



We also discussed the difficulty with communication, especially to new families who aren’t as familiar 
with how our school and events are run etc.  There were many suggestions on how to connect the parents 
better (grade parent Facebook site?), and how that takes parent involvement in order to maintain those.  
 
 
School Board- 
Ryan Tyler reported that they are still working on the budget for next year.  We discussed that the budget 
currently includes a $25,000 line of expected donation by Home and School towards the general 
operating budget of the school, which is mainly teacher salaries.  Tracy McCormick and Sara Rauen 
expressed concerns that any money to the school operating budget should come after the funded project 
from the auction and general operating expenses of Home and School are covered.  Ms Kever expressed 
the difficulty in timing of having to approve the budget before teacher contracts (salaries) can be given 
out in April of the prior school year.  Ms Kever agreed that the auction funded projects should be bought 
first before money is given back to the operating budget.  Tracy and Sara recommended that since auction 
funded projects are usually purchased in June, and the Home and School budget is approved at the first 
meeting in September, then any remaining funds could be voted upon in September before being given to 
the operating budget.  This will be further clarified.  Kelly Royal expressed the importance of teacher 
retention with salary support and to continue good communication between Home and School and the 
School Board. 
 
 
Committee Reports 
Auction 
Sadie Trytten reported that sponsorships are currently at $12,500 (goal $15k).  Procurement is going 
well but any help would be appreciated- if there are any corporate ties for items etc.  Paper invitations 
have been mailed and the email version will go out this week also.  Other areas such as food, photo booth, 
ice sculpture, live music, and auctioneer have also been finalized. 
 
Birthday Board 
No report this month. 
 
Community Building 
Greg Howard not present, however there was overall support for the Get Air event.  Concerns were raised 
about having the 2 events (Raising Cane’s and Get Air) on consecutive nights- agreed that these should be 
spaced out in the future.  No report on revenue yet. 
 
Directories 
No report this month.  There are still some left for purchase in the office for $5. 
 
8th Grade Graduation 
Tina Draur is still looking for the binder with instructions- will ask the chairs from last year (Ann Seda, 
Sarah Smerage). 
  
Family Fun Night 
Anne Shimerdla brought a 3 page full report of results and recommendations (see HSpresident google 
docs).  Overall profit was about $1500, mainly because of leftover prizes bought with last year’s budget 
and the large discount applied to food costs by Jethro’s.  Soda was donated by Atlantic Bottling Company 
(Coca Cola), decorations were all reused from previous years, and candy for cake walk was purchased at 
Walmart during after Halloween sale.  The use of online registration and FACTS payment was successful, 
and saved the committee a tremendous amount of work depositing checks etc.  Suggestions for future 



events would be to put the middle school students/ parents in charge of the event (each game hallway 
etc).  
 
Food Committee 
No report this month. 
 
Free Money Programs 
No report this month. 
 
School Showcase 
The planters by the school office have been updated with Christmas decorations.  Thank you to Sarah 
Roberts and Jennifer Jodlowski. 
 
Homeroom Parents 
No report this month. 
  
School Supplies 
No report this month. 
 
SCRIP 
Sara Rauen reported that there is a big promotion next week (Dec 4-10), with increased percentage 
returning to families as well as larger discounts being offered by Great Lakes and retailers.  Numbers are 
still lower than previous years.  The event at Holly Russell’s house was successful and they would like to 
hold another info meeting after Christmas. 
 
Teacher Treats 
No Report this month. 
 
Uniform Exchange 
No report this month. 
 
Welcome Committee 
No report this month. 
 
 
Old Business 
None 
 
 
New Business 
Money has been set aside to purchase Christmas presents for teachers in the form of SCRIP gift 
certificates.  Tracy McCormick has handled the organization and ordering of these.  They will be 
distributed to teachers prior to the Christmas promotion. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
Motion made by Jessica Lentz and seconded by Jenny Jodlowski to end the meeting; motion approved. 
The next meeting date is January 6. 


